NEIGHBOURHOOD
PLAN REVIEW 2026

We will explain the purpose of the Review & why it is an urgent issue



The Neighbourhood Plan is a planning
document that sits under several
layers of policy.

The NP needs to reference and adhere
to these policies.

Note planning hierarchy.
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Infrastructure

Planning & Strategy

Infrastructure

Key Act

Biodiversity Net

Reforms Gain

Oxford to
Cambridge
Growth Corridor

Support for Data
Centres
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Oxfordshire County Council (Local Plan)

e OCC Infrastructure: Local roads, social care,
education

Cherwell District Council. (Local Plan)

e Complexity regarding housing nhumbers
* Plan is out of date Issue
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Unitary Structure 2028

One Oxfordshire

One more thing!

Oxford Shires &
Ridgeway

= Greater Oxford

National decision
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All plans above us
to be approved
policy -they
aren’t!

e

e NP must be ‘in

date’. Thereis a

— five-year review

cycle. Ours is due

in 2026
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e If we don’t have a
NP, we do not have
the protection an
approved plan will
give the village




A word about planning.......

Neighbourhood Plans provide policies that
support a shared vision for your neighbourhood.
These policies take precedence over existing non-
strategic policies in the Local Plan.

Weston on the Green NP will be updated this year
(2026)

Cherwell
Local Plan

Parish Council is a statutory consultee on all Parish
planning applications that come through the Neighbourhood
Cherwell route. Plan

In responding, the Parish Council states both the
Neighbourhood Plan policies as well as the
concerns of the Parish Council.
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The Planning and Infrastructure Act 2025

Key Pillars of the Act: (imposed on us, not consulted)

*Acceleration of Major Infrastructure (NSIPs)Energy Infrastructure Focus:
*Local Planning Reform & Delegation:

Strategic Planning Reintroduction:

Compulsory Purchase & Land Acquisition:

*Environmental & Nature Improvements:

*Development Corporations:
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The new NPPF (post 2024 election)

* More centralized (national) decision making to emphasise house building
on a grand scale

* New standard method for deciding housing density (increased); urban
uplift which previously prioritized urban and suburban sites for
development has been removed

The Cherwell Local Plan -to 2042

* Local Planisinreview —expected to be adopted summer 2026

* Cherwell has a Housing Supply short of the required 5 years

* The north Bicester Eco-town of 7000 homes may be released from building
constraints = which will inflate the housing supply to >5 years.

* Cherwellis considered overwhelmingly a rural area. Despite WOTG being
designated lowest in the settlement hierarchy, rural villages may have
increased pressure to meet national housing targets.
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CDC Local Plan 2020-2042
Main strategies

Five area strategies around:

Banbury
Bicester
Kidlington
Heyford Park
The Rural Areas

Weston-on-the-Greenis central to
much of the major development

aims.

x
to Birmingham
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Main Towns
Banbury & Bicester

Local Service Centre
Kidlington & Heyford Park
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"""""""" Category B Villages
* ‘Category C Villages

-@- Railway & Station

© Existing Mobility Hub
and Park & Ride

© Proposed Mobility Hub
Oxford Green Belt
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Landscape
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Key strategic themes in Local Plan 2042

Support for the Oxford-Cambridge Arc Spatial
Framework

....... and the Oxfordshire Knowledge Spine

Includes working with:
Oxfordshire Partnership and Oxfordshire Growth Deal
Oxfordshire Local Nature Partnership

Both of these come under the new National Infrastructure S,
Strategy, where NP policies do not apply in the decision K
process. e
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Our job is to manage the impact of development in and around
our parish to support and protect our valued way of life.

1. Context of the development
Greenspace and biodiversity
Scale and density
Impact on traffic volume and transport options
Pressure on social infrastructure (medical, schools)
Employment opportunities
Likelihood of adequate mitigation strategies deliveri
net positive biodiversity gain

2. Detail of the development
Conservation Area
Type and style (NP design code) for our parish
population (what kind of housing do we need?)
Noise and light pollution .
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Key e Should we make boundary changes for this Review?

e The issue has been deliberated by the Focus Group,
question

discussed with landowners, planning advisor to PC,
Parish Council at regular meetings.

A new village boundary which is extended to create
. opportunity for more housing. The plus side of doing
O pt | O n A this would be our design policies should apply to
planning apps. Negative pointis a precedent for
deVv’lp is set in areas historically east of WotG

e Keep the current village boundary with a small
development to be built on the site previously
requested. We will have the option to set a further
Review once all plans above us are clear and up to
date.

Option B
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Option A

Potential extended
Settlement Boundary

(s

haded)

Should we
extend this
Review to
include:

Option A.

A new extended
Settlement
boundary

* Concerns:
changes the
historic
settlement
pattern of the
village

* Adds housing
to the more
commercial
side of B430

e Could
encourage
larger scale
housin.of.l6



Option B

Preferred
proposalin the
NP 2026 review
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Option B.

Should we
maintain the
current boundary

We can review
this in the future
once we
understand the
implications of
the reforms and
updated Local
Plans
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Where we are:
* The Parish Council will meet with an
officer of CDC and propose that the
village does not change its boundary

* There are no changes to any of the
existing policies

* The only change is updated data from the
village survey
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