Weston on the Green Annual Parish Meeting
held in the Village Hall on 13" April 2026
Minutes - DRAFT

Attendees:

Members of the parish.

Parish Councillors: Diane Bohm, Susan Davis, Tracy Rowan, John Miller, Michael Aldridge, David Williams.

Diane Bohm (Chairman of Parish Council) welcomed all to the Annual Parish meeting.

26.1 Resolution To Approve: Minutes of 2025 Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2025

The minutes of 22" April 2025 Annual Parish meeting were moved by Diane Bohm and seconded by Susan
Davis. The motion was supported unanimously by attendees at the meeting.

26.2 Annual Report — Diane Bohm (DB), Chair Weston on the Green Parish Council

DB provided the annual report from Weston on the Green Parish Council; this can be found in full on the Parish
Council website.

The Parish Council continues to work on behalf of the village, responding to community needs identified through
resident engagement and village surveys.

Councillor responsibilities were noted including:

Michael Aldridge leading the Traffic Advisory Group and supporting the technology team.
David Williams leading biodiversity and sustainability initiatives and overseeing the spinney.
John Miller leading the works team.

Tracy Rowan overseeing finance matters.

Diane Bohm in a leadership role as chair alongside leadership of the Neighbourhood Plan, community outreach,
external stakeholder relationships, finance and planning matters.

It was noted that councillors continue to provide strong leadership within their respective portfolios and work
effectively as a cohesive team.

DB formally noted the resignation/retirement of Susan Davis and expressed its appreciation for her significant
contribution, particularly in planning, finance, staffing and Neighbourhood Plan work. She thanked Susan for her
dedication and wished her well for the future, noting that she will continue to support the Neighbourhood Plan.

Initiatives completed, continued and started in the year 2025-26

- Community van: recently replaced with a new van. The Council are grateful to the fantastic team of
drivers led by Graham Barnett and composed of James Henderson, Nigel Allinson, and Greg Milne.

- Oak tree concrete footpath: the removal of this was a long struggle by the Parish Council and our then
OCC councillor, Nigel Simpson to get the path removed at district/county expense, with no further harm
to the tree. Special thanks was given to Roger Evans for his ongoing work over many years in trying to
protect the oak tree and for the design of rural path behind the tree.
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- Traffic: a great achievement of the past year has been the agreement by OCC Highways to lower the
40mph speed to 30mph on B430. This will be signposted as soon as the road is resurfaced and marked
later in 2026. A huge word of thanks must go to the Speedwatch team who take count of passing cars
and reporting on the speeding vehicles - Graham Barnett, John Roper, Bob Hessian and Patsy Parsons.

- Bus Shelters: there have been discussions about providing bus shelters in the village. The B430 can
be busy, and villagers do mention that they feel vulnerable standing so close to the edge. The challenge
has been that the road is beside the Conservation Area and thus must meet standards appropriate to
the zone. The Parish Council have set some guidelines and are working on the project.

- Parish Online: the Parish Council has explored digital mapping software, a new website host with a
gov.uk email communication service being developed.

- Bio-diversity — the Council noted that biodiversity and sustainability remain key priorities, reflected in
the Neighbourhood Plan and supported by the Parish Council's Climate Emergency declaration.
David Williams has managed to have hundreds of trees and bushes donated to the village. Some of
these have been given to villagers for their gardens, others have been planted in the spinney. A
memorial group of trees will be in a cluster closer to the spinney at the end of the playing field alongside
the donated Sycamore Gap sapling. Some of the trees are maturing and will be ready for planting this
year or next. David Williams is also a swift expert and has great knowledge of the area. This work will
be helpful in our future responses to planning applications.

- School Field: continues to be managed as a wildlife meadow, providing an important habitat for insects,
butterflies and other wildlife, while contributing to wider biodiversity corridors linking the parish with
surrounding areas, including Otmoor.

The Council welcomed the commitment of several residents who have purchased strips of land adjoining
the School Field and secured their protection through restrictive covenants to prevent future
development and support conservation objectives. The grazing of sheep continues to provide a
sustainable means of managing the meadow, helping to reduce maintenance costs.

The Council noted ongoing discussions between the Footpath Warden and Oxfordshire County Council
regarding improvements to the central path through the School Field to address winter waterlogging and
muddy conditions.

Residents were reminded to keep dogs under control and to clear up after them, as dog waste can
adversely affect the growth of wildflowers and the ecological value of the meadow.

- Flood Management: DB noted that Gallos Brook has been slow running due to subsidence and
blockages. A great deal of work has already been done with the cooperation of landowners, and we are
grateful for this support. Thanks to John Miller and his equipment for this work. Clear drains are
important and all these aspects of water flow will keep flood risk to a minimum in the village.

- Neighbourhood Plan: is under the auspices of the Parish Council but is also a stand-alone planning
document and will be focussed on later in the meeting.

The Council would like to have three more parish councillors to spread the work out more evenly to support
development of the playground/programmes for children, outreach and social media/communication. Please
have a word with the Clerk or any of the Councillors for further information.

The Council provided special thanks to the parish clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, Jane Mullane, who
is extremely efficient and supportive of all the work.

DB commented that the Council would appreciate any offers of help and encouraged residents to consider doing
one thing to help the community.
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Questions on other matters:

A resident queried what is the latest status on the warehouse development at Barnards Green at J10: the
application has been refused but the Council expect it to be revived again at a later stage.

26.3 Presentation “Neighbourhood Plan Review” - Councillors Susan Davies and Diane Bohm

The Weston on the Green Neighbourhood Plan is now over 5 years old as it was made in May 2021 and requires
a review. It covers fundamental planning policy and is utilised when responding to planning applications.

The planning document sits under several layers of policy and we adhere to these policies when referencing the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Planning hierarchy:
e National level: National Planning Infrastructure, National Planning Policy Framework
Key reforms since election:
Planning and infrastructure act — infrastructure strategy, biodiversity net gain
Oxford to Cambridge Growth Corridor — support for data centres

¢ Oxfordshire County Council: deals with infrastructure: local roads, social care, education

e Cherwell District Council (Local Plan): complexity regarding housing numbers (and current lack of
housing numbers), Local Plan is out of date which is an issue as we can’t update our Neighbourhood
Plan as there are no approved policies to reflect on. There is the issue of speculative development if
between plans.

Also have to take into account Unitary Structure — on board by 2028 after national Government Decision based
on the three proposals submitted. 48 parishes wrote to the Secretary of State to advise them to reject the Greater
Oxford plan over concerns of not appropriate growth. A decision is expected to be made by the Government’s
summer 2026 recess.

Planning & Infrastructure Act 2025: imposed on us and not consulted. Key pillars of act:

- Acceleration of major infrastructure

- Local planning reform and delegation: away from committees for certain applications as considered
blockers

- Strategic planning reintroduction: coordinate housing and infrastructure better

- Compulsory purchase and land acquisition

- Environment and nature improvements: nature restoration fund from a levy on developers

- Development corporations: led by majors in certain regions, more flexible use of urban extension and
new towns

New National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF): introduced post 2024 election with the aim to build lots of
houses very quickly, emphasises house building on a grand scale. New standard method for deciding housing
density (increased).

Cherwell Local Plan to 2042: in review, expected to be adopted summer 2026. There is a housing supply
shortfall currently of the required 5 years. Suggestion that the north Bicester Eco-town of 7000 homes may be
released from building constraints which will inflate the housing supply to >5 years.

Rural areas may be under increased pressure to meet national housing targets, despite Weston on the Green
being designated lowest in the settlement hierarchy.

Map of CDC Local Plan 2020-2042: five area strategies reflecting housing and employment sites- Banbury,
Bicester, Kidlington, Heyford Park and rural areas.
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It was noted that Weston on the Green is central to much of the major development aims.

Also included in the Local Plan is the National Infrastructure Strategy which covers the area where Weston on
the Green is located. Neighbourhood Plan policies do not apply in the decision process here e.g. Oxford-
Cambridge Arc and Oxfordshire Knowledge Spine. However, need to keep aware of impacts imposed on the
village e.g. increased traffic and how to possibly mitigate them.

Map showing key developments in wider area: e.g. Ardley rail freight, warehouse site J10 (currently refused),
Puy de Fou, housing to north east, solar panels around Woodstock, potential housing sites around Islip.

The Neighbourhood Plan/Parish Councils job is to manage the impact of development in and around our parish
to support and protect our way of life:

1. Context of the development: Greenspace and biodiversity, scale and density, impact on traffic volume
and transport options, pressure on social infrastructure (medical, schools), employment opportunities,
likelihood of adequate mitigation strategies delivering net positive biodiversity gain.

2. Detail of Development: Conservation Area, type and style (NP design code) for our parish population
(what kind of housing do we need?), noise and light pollution, impact on parking.

The key question the Neighbourhood Plan review has been looking at: where does growth go and should we
make boundary changes for this review?

This issue was discussed by a focus group of landowners, a planning advisor to the Parish Council, residents
and Councillors along with the Parish Council.

Option A: extension to create a new settlement boundary. Adds housing to commercial side of B430.
Positive: design policies should apply to housing applications.

Negative: sets a precedent for development, could encourage larger scale housing along that side of B430,
changes the historic settlement pattern of the village.

Option B: maintain current village boundary, with a small development to be built on the site previously
requested at Fir Tree Farm under ‘grey belt’ land.

Considered a conservative review. We could then have the option to review again once all the plans in the
hierarchy above us are clear and up to date.

Option B was the preferred proposal for the Neighbourhood Plan 2026 review.
Where we are?

The Parish Council will meet with an officer at Cherwell District Council and propose that the village does not
change its village boundary.

There are no changes to any of the existing policies, they have just been tightened up. The only change is
updated data from the village survey.

Questions/comments:

A resident questioned whether the village should proactively identify additional sites for housing development,
noting that current housing growth requirements are being driven by the present Government. There may be
little benefit in volunteering additional housing sites when housing targets and planning policies could be revised
by future governments.

It was noted that this was a wise point and would be taken into consideration. Villages designated as Category
A settlements could be expected to accommodate higher levels of growth in housing, whereas a lower settlement
classification may result in reduced growth expectations.
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Given the expectation for some housing growth, the village may need to consider accommodating limited
development and potentially reviewing settlement boundaries as part of future planning discussions.

How many houses on Fir Tree Farm were suggested originally when the Neighbourhood Plan was developed:
17 houses, including affordable housing.

Is there the potential of the eco town concept being brought back: this concept for now has moved to Bicester.

Roger Evans commented on the increasing national pressure for housing growth through infill development and
expansion around villages, noting that planning policy now provides communities with less ability to resist
development than in the past.

Roger commented on the Oxford-Cambridge Growth Corridor, describing it as an economic and housing growth
initiative and questioning the extent to which existing local communities would benéefit.

Concerns were raised that development east of the B430 could encourage further land promotion by landowners
and developers, particularly given Cherwell District Council's current housing land supply position.

The Parish Council should take a strategic approach to future growth, noting that identifying a specific housing
target could result in pressure for higher-density development.

The approval of development on North Lane despite Neighbourhood Plan identified sites was queried; policies
seek to avoid ribbon development and noted that housing land supply considerations appeared to have
influenced the decision.

The Parish Council's efforts to represent village views and resist inappropriate development through the planning
process and appeals system were acknowledged.

Half the village is in the Green Belt and half is not and previously Green Belt land not easily developed so
developments opportunities have been pushed to the north of the village; now some land has been re-
categorised as ‘grey belt’ which allows some alternative development therefore this may now take off pressure
off the north.

DB thanked villagers for attending.

Should you wish to find out more information or offer help in any way at all please do contact one of the
Councillors or email the Parish Clerk on: clerk@westononthegreen-pc.gov.uk

Meeting ended: 20.55
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