Context to the Planning Review of 2025

(partial).. In the period April 2022 to March 2024 CDC determined 115 Major applications. 19 of these
decisions were appealed and 12 were upheld by the Planning Inspectorate (with 2 remaining pending),
including 3 that were non-determination appeals. This means that 10.43% of Major decisions were upheld at
appeal against a Government-set maximum threshold of 10%.

Key Recommendations

1. Member and officer engagement prior to planning committee
Review the way that members are involved inn planning proposals both at pre-application
stage and in the build-up to planning committee

2. Site visits procedures
Improve awareness of the existing site visits procedure both for members and officers so that it
is used consistently and effectively. The existing procedure should form part of a member
training programme, along with a discussion on any further changes officers and members feel
may be appropriate toensure th efficient running of the planning committee.

3. Managing late information received for planning committee
Introduce a cutoff time and dat3e for allowing late information for the planning committee....
This should be specified in the planning committee protocol at the earlies opportunity.

4. Member engagement with appeals
Increase member engagement with the appeals process, building upon the Informal Planning
Forum meetings. ...discuss appeal during an early stage of a planning committee meeting
improving the training provided to members on appeals...

5. Member engagement with planning enforcement
Improve member awareness of planning enforcement by introducing a regular item on the
planning committee agenda to report planning enforcement cases opened and closed.
..alongside reviews of the local enforcement plan.

6. Review of planning committee officer reports
Review the content and structure of the officer reports that are used at planning committee....
reflect on good practice already taking place.

7. Review the existing member training programme
Review the training opportunities available to members to address areas for
improvement...should include training on site visits, appeals, planning enforcement ....

8. Re-introduce the developers’ forum
Better engage the local development community by re-introducing the developers’ forum. —to
learn from best practice.

9. Review the Legal representation at the planning committee meetings
Review the current arrangement whereby a representative of OCC attends the planning
committee meetings ..consider the areas of support that officers and members best need to
make sound decisions



