
4.Chair’s Report. July 1st, 2026 
 
The heat wave has had everyone’s attention at the end of June. During that time a 
number of heat wave kits were distributed in the village. Some villagers received 
everything on offer: a fan, a drinking bottle, a cooling neck scarf and a freezer cooling 
pack. Others were given a freezer pack and a drinking bottle. Importantly, those who 
were given such packs in the last heat wave were checked on and the helpful 
neighbours identified last time and new ones recently were very good at checking.  I 
think I’ve thanked everyone and something will go in the Village News. 
 
There was a slight flurry of concerns this month: a car making it difficult to safely turn on 
Westlands Ave;, blocking of visibility by flags and vans parked on the Green Space in 
front of the Ben Johnson, noise at night when the B430 was used as a diversion 
(approved or not) for works on the motorway – lorries were especially noisy. Perhaps we 
need to ask for a new status for villages: Quiet Villages 11pm-6am.  
 
Several items are on the agenda that are of serious concern; the Planning Review and 
consequences which surprised me because the summary of the Review I gave last 
month was straight from the Report.  
 
The work on PFAS is updated very regularly and the concern of the wider implications is 
strong – Tracy now leads a working group of villagers and it will make recommendations 
to the Parish Council for action. 
 
We expect to hear the Unitary Authority decision and the CDC Local Plan decision at 
any time. Both of them affect our Neighbourhood Plan Review.  
 
I was down to attend the Parish Liaison Meeting in June, and it was postponed. So, I was 
hopeful that the Talking Tables even for OALC would be helpful. They decided to use a 
hybrid meeting organisation so I thought I would attend from home, but the Teams app 
was not at all cooperative and I was unable to join any of the Table Talks. We get a 
refund from that non-event.  
 
 


