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Parish Council Meeting Minutes: 5th August 2026 

 
Minutes Approved: ........................................................... Dated....................................... 

 

WESTON ON THE GREEN PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES - DRAFT 

For the meeting of Parish Council, held in Village Hall on Wednesday 5th August 2026 

Meeting Number 26.439 

Note for information: Cherwell District Council – CDC, Oxfordshire County Council - OCC 

Public Participation 

There was nothing to note. 

 

26.439.1 To Receive: Apologies for non-attendance 

Councillors Bohm (DB), Miller (JM), Williams (DW) and Rowan (TR) were in attendance.  

Councillor Aldridge sent his apologies due to illness, which were accepted. 

Councillor Faltermeyer (Cherwell District Council) attended the whole meeting, whilst Councillor Gordon 
(Oxfordshire County Council) was not in attendance. 

5 members of the public were in attendance, including two candidates for co-option onto the Council.  

 

26.439.2 To Receive & Approve: Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st July 2026 (DB) 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 1st July 2026 were discussed, with no changes required. 

The resolution to approve the minutes for the Parish Council meeting held on 1st July 2026 was proposed by DB 
and seconded by DW. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to present minutes to Chair to sign, then file and upload to the web. 

 

26.439.3 For Discussion and Resolution To Approve: Co-option of Parish Councillors to fill vacancies 
(DB) 

Residents Anand Sinha and Mark Johnson were in attendance as potential candidates for co-option as Councillors 
onto the Parish Council. The candidates provided an introduction to themselves and the Councillors had the 
opportunity to ask questions. 

There are currently three vacancies for Councillors which have previously been advertised.  

The resolution to approve the co-option of both Anand Sinha and Mark Johnson as Councillors to Weston on the 
Green Parish Council was proposed by DB and seconded by TR. The motion was supported unanimously by the 
Council. 

The Clerk provided the Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms for Anand Sinha (AS) and Mark Johnson (MJ) 
to sign. The form was completed and the Council welcomed Anand and Mark as Councillors. 

Action: Clerk to provide Register of Members’ Interests forms for Anand Sinha and Mark Johnson to complete 
and return. 
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26.439.4 To Receive: Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Miller declared an interest in planning application 26/01267/F relating to OS Parcel 4658 - North of Shell 
Filling station and SW of The Chequers, OX25 3QH. 

 

26.439.5 For Information: Chair report (DB) 

DB highlighted that this is an important meeting for our Parish Council. She welcomed Anand and Mark as new 
parish councillors; it is a big step and we look forward to the important sharing of new ideas. 

DB frequently refers to a crisis of identity in our changing village profile. Who are we as a village? What do we 
want to become? The only way to create community is to work within the community and learn more about our 
villagers – and our commercial enterprises. Little importance seems to be placed on some of the 60 plus 
businesses in the village – how can we involve them in village life and recognise them when they join in?  Great 
examples are Axicon and The Manor Hotel. There are more examples but what we need is to reach out to 
businesses and get their view on their relationship to us and how this can develop. A deepened sense of 
community will be the result of this effort.  

There is so much going on around us: growth, plans for growth, changes of governing structure and the 
accommodation that needs be part of this. It is a challenge for all councillors to keep up to date on these changes.  

 

26.439.6 For Information: Clerk report (Clerk)  

The clerks report to the Council was noted which confirmed the latest bank balances and payments received into 
the Parish Council bank accounts, including a VAT refund of £695.12 and a £48.00 refund payment from OALC 
for training which was not able to be undertaken. 
The balances on the Parish Council two bank accounts on 30th July 2026 were: 

- Community xxx114: £6,781.44 
- Business Premium xxx629: £54,026.37 

 
The clerk confirmed that the Council are awaiting the outcome of the grant application to OCC for a Community 
Transport grant. 
 
The community van failed its MOT on 29th July 2026 due to the front tyres wearing on one side where they were 
not tracking properly. New tyres were fitted and the van passed its MOT on the re-test. Many thanks to Graham 
Barnett for organising the testing and new tyres and to Pete Thirtle Vehicle Services, Weston on the Green for 
carrying out the work with no charge. A thank you note will be sent.  

 
The clerk confirmed that a VAT claim for £1,629.09 had been submitted to HMRC to cover the period 1st April 2026 
to 30th June 2026 (Q1 FY 2026/2027). 

The Church Lane road sign, which is coming away from the rotting backing board, has been reported to CDC and 
has been actioned to be fixed. The knocked 40mph and 20mph road signs on Church Lane/Bletchingdon Road 
had also been reported on Fix My Street. 

The final audit report has now been received from the external auditor and the audit has been signed off. Documentation 
will be added to the September Parish Council meeting agenda for review. 

Action: Clerk to add external audit report review to the September Parish Council meeting. 

 

26.439.7 For Discussion: Playing field update and review of RoSPA annual playground inspection report 
and discussion over actions (Clerk) 

The annual RoSPA playground inspection report undertaken by RoSPA Play Safety on 15th July 2026 and the actions 
summary were reviewed.   
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The clerk thanked DW for helping, in July, to add soil and grass seed around some of the surface edging at the 
playground which had aided the gaping. This will be monitored during the next few months. 

JM was asked if he could investigate the far gate for a crushing/shearing point and check the fencing posts for repair 
requirements. 

It was highlighted that the post on the multiplay-junior is decaying along with a post step on the multiplay-toddler. The 
clerk will enquire with the installers, Playdale, the cost of a replacement and potential timeframe.  

Action: Clerk to enquire with Playdale regarding the cost of replacing a wooden post on the multiplay junior and a 
wooden step on the multiplay toddler.  

Other items will be added to the inspection checklist for ongoing monitoring or identified for repair, upon investigation 
by JM. 

Action: Clerk to add additional items to the playground inspection checklist for regular monitoring. 

It was suggested that the woodwork would benefit from treatment to help it last longer.  
 
A football team is potentially using the field on a Sunday during August; they would bring the players by mini bus 
and have been advised around parking issues and the state of the field.  
 

26.439.8 For Discussion: Discuss recommendations from the Planning Group on planning applications 
(DB)    

Building Applications 

Decisions Received – Permitted: 

26/00597/NMA Variation – Siemens OS Parcel 5700 South West of Grange Farm, Street through Little 
Chesterton 

26/01320/F - Southview, Northampton Road 

26/01321/LB - Southview, Northampton Road                                        

26/01297/CLUE - Southfield Farm, North Lane 

26/01526/F - Southfield Farm House, North Lane 

26/01527/LB - Southfield Farm House, North Lane 

 

Pending Applications: 

26/01100/DISC - Siemens OS Parcel 5700 South West of Grange Farm Street through Little Chesterton. 
Siemens on “Endeavour Way”.  

Travel Plan (includes car, bus, bicycle and walking).  

It was noted that the focus is on the main road. We need to understand rat racing routes through the village and 
along the B430). Connections to Green Lane to be explored. 

From July 2026 the relocation from Eynsham will involve @100 people. Between January 2027 – 2032 this will 
increase to 1,000. There is estimated to be @30 visitors per week and from January 2027, 15-20 delivery vehicles 
per week from 6am – 5pm. 

The site can be accessed from Green Lane (going into Chesterton) plus major highways with a planned slip road 
on the A41/traffic filter for access to the site and to remove congestion from A41. 
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Other travel: pedestrian/cycle route on A41 to start from April 2027, relevant buses to have increased frequency, 
plan to encourage employees to decrease single car use – over time. Current staff at Eynsham will have increased 
travel time. Investigating food vans at site to reduce travel on local roads alongside bicycle repair kits and a garage. 

DB to contact company directly regarding travel plans and potential impact on Weston on the Green. 

 

New Applications: 

26/01267/F -  OS Parcel 4658 - North of Shell Filling station and SW of The Chequers part of A34 by Weston on 
the Green, OX25 3QH. 

Part retrospective earth bund with native tree planting as new boundary treatment. Formation of hard standing 
yard to surround new agricultural building, approved under Appl: 24/03060/AGN (Prior Approval not required). 
Associated tree planting. 

Notes: management of boundary of agricultural land 

- Discussion with CDC about flood risk (no concerns) and 20 metres from the dry watercourse 
- Hardstanding: reasonable for machines to access agricultural building  
- Site will be used for: storage of materials, crops and machinery 
- The biodiversity net gain rules do not apply as this is a retrospective application although soil from the 

cleared site is being reused for the benefit of local wildlife, birds and insects as well as small animal 
refuge and native trees will be used. 

It was noted that the building will still be visible above bund due to heights involved. 

See: Maps & Design and Access Statement       Recommend: Approve 

26/01574/LB - Hazel Cottage, Northampton Road, OX25 3QX    (Listed building consent) 

Extend existing chimney stonework by 225mm and add new clay roll top pot. 

Note: Location map & Design Statement        Recommend: Approve 

26/01739/REM - Reynards Lodge, North Lane, OX25 3RG 

Reserved matters to 224/00804/OUT. This is an Access (Construction Traffic Arrangement Plan), Layout (with 
part Drainage), Scale, Appearance, Landscaping, Biodiversity (with Construction Environment Management 
Plan). 

This is a reserved matters application correcting issues raised by the Inspector at the Appeal the applicant lost.  

Having read through the Appeal and the current application it is clear that the revision is better with bigger 
garden areas and better spacing. In terms of design, it was considered to be not that much better. It will be 
incongruous in the setting.  

Comments are due by 20th August 2026. 

Drainage was raised as a major concern by Councillors, particularly considering the four potential houses between 
Southfield Farm and Milestone Lane and the development behind the pond opposite. Concern was also raised 
around potential future issues with reliance on a management company (as witnessed at Milestone Lane).   

Tree Applications: 

New 

26/01793/TPO – The Dower House, Church Road: TPO (tree protection order) 10/98/G1 

5 sycamore trees are diseased and need to be removed as confirmed by Blue Monkey Trees of Middleton 
Stoney. Trees will be replaced.                                                              Recommend: Approve 

Decision by: 31/08/2026 
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PENDING – some of these have been completed but not registered on the CDC site as such: 

26/00898/TCA - Westfield Farm, Shepherds Close  

25/03295/TCA – Newby Cottage, Northampton Road              

26/01226/TCA    Williams Cottage, North Lane 

 

Historic and Ongoing – Awaiting a Decision: 

26/01450/TEL - Telecommunications Mast, Manor Farm 

Upgrade electronic communications apparatus/development ancillary to radio equipment housing. Target 
Decision Date – 07/07/2026 (see map and info from June 2026 meeting). 

25/00418/F and 25/00486/LB – The Manor Hotel, Northampton Road 

Restoration and extension of Rupert’s Cottage to provide additional guest accommodation and leisure facilities; 
re-instatement of the former outdoor swimming pool; construction of a new events pavilion; restaurant extension 
within the Manor’s west courtyard; relocation of guest car parking away from the Manor’s principal elevation; 
screening of the existing plant and biomass boiler area; restoration of wider landscape features including the 
historic moat and bridge. 

OCC Transport – objection – reliance on car transport 

Archaeology – need more information re excavation for Wedding Barn and Rupert’s Cottage. 

25/01418/F - Family Farm House, Part Of A34 

Driver rest stop facility including the formation of a new entry and exit slip road adjoining the A34, parking area 
for cars and HGVs, erection of an amenity building (including toilets and catering area), EV charging station, 
solar PV array, battery storage facility, other ancillary structures/buildings and landscaped amenity area. 

Deferred until June 12, 2026 upon request of the National Highways Department. The Strategic Road Network 
includes the A34 and thus this application has drawn their attention.  

 

Action: DB/Clerk to send appropriate planning replies to Cherwell District Council. 

 

26.439.9 For Discussion: Update on Heyford Park and PFAS awareness group (TR) 

The Council discussed the latest position regarding PFAS. TR noted that there had been no response to recent 
emails and that communication from the PFAS group had become quiet, with the website and associated links no 
longer appearing to be active. 

Testing of two boreholes in the Kirtlington area had identified minimal levels of PFAS. These boreholes were near 
the Gallos Brook area and were at a greater depth. 

The borehole in Weston on the Green has not yet been tested. A company had attended the site and identified an 
artesian well beneath the area. Testing at nearby Weston Wood/Oddington Grange area was clear. The Gallos 
Brook watercourse in Weston on the Green has not yet been tested as the water levels are currently relatively low. 

 

 

 

https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/00418/F
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/00486/LB
https://planningregister.cherwell.gov.uk/Planning/Display/25/01418/F
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26.439.10  Resolution: To Approve: Request from Community Shop Committee for financial support to 
help fund the external improvement works to the Community shop of up to £1,000.00 (TR/DB) 

DB provided an overview of a report regarding the proposed works to the Community Shop. It was clarified that the 
shop is not a private business operating for individual profit. With support from the Plunkett Foundation, the shop was 
purchased by members of the community through a community share offer. It is managed as a Community Benefit 
Society and profits are not distributed to individual shareholders; any trading surplus is to be reinvested into the shop 
or other community projects. The Council noted the importance of clarifying the legal and community status of the 
shop. 

The Chair of the management committee provided an update on the proposed works required. The first phase would 
address health and safety and compliance requirements. Following an inspection by the Fire Brigade, an immediate 
concern was identified regarding the ceiling between the shop and the tenanted property above, which does not 
currently have the required fire protection. The ceiling will therefore need to be replaced with appropriate fire-resistant 
materials. 

Other works within the shop would be undertaken while it is closed, including levelling the floor. The existing entrance 
door is very small and does not provide suitable wheelchair or equipment access. It is proposed to create a new 
entrance using an existing window opening, with a removable ramp to provide wheelchair access; the existing 
doorway would be bricked up. These works would also improve access for equipment and support future compliance 
requirements. 

The estimated cost of the first phase is less than £10,000 plus VAT, excluding electrical works. The intention is for 
the works to commence on 15th August 2026. The shop will close for approximately one week, with temporary shop 
facilities operating from the Village Hall during this period. 

A second phase of works will address improvements to the exterior of the building, including repairs to the steps at 
the front of the shop. It was agreed that a staged approach to the works was appropriate, with health and safety and 
compliance matters being prioritised. 

DB recommended that the Parish Council make a donation of up to £1,000 towards the first phase of works. It was 
suggested that £865.00 of previously allocated grant funding be utilised, as this funding source can be applied to the 
works with the remainder being allocated from the Donations budget line. 

It was recognised that the Community Shop provides an important service to the village and, in this respect, is another 
community facility requiring support, alongside other Parish Council responsibilities such as grass cutting and 
playground maintenance. 

The resolution to approve a donation request from the Community Shop Committee for financial support to help 
fund the required improvement works to the Community Shop of £1,000.00 was proposed by DB and seconded 
by DW. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

The request is in line with the Weston on the Green Parish Council Donations Policy and the Council has used the 
powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act in order to grant this donation. 

Action: Clerk to obtain banking details for the community shop in order to process the donation payment via the 
Councillors.  

 

26.439.11 For Information: Update on village works (JM)  

The dog bin still requires locating near to The Chequers, MA to send the location discussed to JM.  

Action: MA to send location of new dog bin to JM for installation. 

JM queried if the Council should lower the selling price of the old community van. Two people have looked at it 
but there have been no offers, probably because it has done so many miles. The Council agreed to lower the price. 
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26.439.12 For Information: Update from Traffic Calming Action Group including B430 speed reduction 
works and potential bus shelters (DB)  

B430 Speed Reduction Signs: OCC are enquiring with their contractor over the outstanding signage works on 
B430.  

Resolution: To Approve: a spend of up to £8,000.00 +VAT to purchase two Speed Indicator 
Devices to be located on B430 as detailed in attached report and quotes (MA) 

DB provided an overview of the report provided to Councillors regarding the purchase of speed indicator devices. 
Three quotes had been reviewed by the traffic calming advisory group; the group agreed that the quote from 
Messagemaker Displays would be the best option and recommended that the Council approved the spend for two 
signs to be located on B430. 

The locations are to be placed on a map and sent to OCC for review to ensure they do not obstruct road users 
views.  

The Parish Council received grant funding of £6,650.00 from the Thames Valley Police community Fund in 2025 
to purchase two SIDs to be located on B430. 

The total for two signs purchased from Messagemaker is £7,752.00 +VAT. A spend of up to £8,000.00 will be 
requested to ensure there is coverage for any unknown additional costs. The remaining amount required 
(£1,350.00) would be provided from the Traffic Reserves budget line (remaining amount of £6,701.13). 

It was confirmed that the warranty on the signs from Messagemaker are covered by a 12 month parts and labour 
return to factory warranty, six year warranty for VAS speed signs. The quote highlighted that if it is impractical to 
return the equipment to their factory they are able to perform warranty work on site, but that transport costs to and 
from the site and specialist access equipment required will be charged for. 

The resolution to approve a spend of up to £8,000.00 +VAT to purchase two speed indicator devices to be located 
on B430 as detailed in attached report and quotes was proposed by DB and seconded by MJ. The motion was 
supported unanimously by the Council. 

Bus shelters: 

The implementation of new bus shelters on the B430 is still awaiting approval from a conservation officer at CDC. 
There have been delays in obtaining this due to holidays and lack of action from CDC. Graham Barnett has been 
constantly chasing for a response.  

Action: Clerk to add bus shelter funding and approval for spend to the September Parish Council meeting agenda. 

Bus operator: Graham Barnett, public transport contact with OCC, received the following information regarding 
public bus service 24. 

Service 24 will be passing from operator Red Rose to Thames Travel (part of Go Thames Valley), and there will 
be some timetable changes. Journeys which start/terminate at Weston on the Green will operate via Heyford Park, 
and there will be an extra journey on Saturday afternoons. A start date or timetable is not currently available. 

A Councillor queried if they would look at adding in a bus stop at the business park on B430. It was noted that 
Graham could ask the question of OCC. 

Action: Clerk to ask Graham Barnett about potential to add in a bus stop at the business park on B430. 

 

26.439.13 Resolution: To Approve Parish Council financial accounts covering Q1 2026-2027 (TR) 

TR presented the Parish Council Q1 accounts for financial year 2026/27 following their approval by the finance 
advisory group. A summary of expenditure in Q1 vs budget, bank reconciliation and income details were provided.  
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The income for April – June 2026 was £19,656 and included payments received relating to the CDC precept 
(£14,955), bank interest (£166), refund for road tax (£184) and a donation supporting the running of the community 
bus (£4,333).  

Budgeted expenditure this first quarter (£15,592 including VAT) included speed reduction signage works on B430, 
grass cutting, playing field maintenance, dog bin emptying, Parish Council insurance, the community bus, audit fees, 
loan repayment for the playing field and spinney purchase, clerks salary and election costs.  

The resolution to approve the Parish Council financial accounts covering Q1 2026-2027 was proposed by TR and 
seconded by DB. The motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to upload the Parish Council Q1 accounts (FY 2026/27) to the Parish Council website. 

 

26.439.14 For Information: List of invoices, donations, standing orders, direct debits paid from Parish 
Council bank accounts (27th June – 30th July 2026)   

The following payments, covering invoices, direct debits and standing orders, from the Parish Council bank 
accounts for the period 27th June 2026 – 30th July 2026 were noted.  

PC 
Ref 

Payment Date  Payee Purpose Invoice Total / 

Amount Paid 

 SO 29/06/26 Clerk – J Mullane Clerks pay – June 2026 - 

 DD 02/07/26 Nest Pensions Clerks pension contribution –  June 2026 - 

 DD 23/07/26 HMRC National insurance payments re clerk 
salary 

£189.09 

 SO 28/07/26 Clerk – J Mullane Clerks pay – July 2026 - 

 596 06/07/26 Oxford Edens Grass cutting 08/06/26 (playground, 
stocks/Ben Jonson/Church Close corner, 
playing field) 

£765.57 

 597 06/07/26 JE Miller Services Supply of new community van, delivery, 
service & parts, diesel, MOT for original 
van 

£2,766.00 

 598 06/07/26 JE Miller Engineering Repair & supply parts for playing field 
mower (take off broken exhaust, weld up & 
refit), oil, new battery, electrical engineer to 
sort out electric solonoid valves 

£504.00 

 599 06/07/26 Graham Barnett Fuel for community van (Shell) £70.55 

 600 06/07/26 Clerk (J Mullane) Microsoft 365 personal user 
(Your.Software) 

£66.99 

 601 06/07/26 Clerk (J Mullane) McAfee Total Protection (3 devices) £12.99 

 602 06/07/26 National Association of Local 
Councils 

Training 28/10/26 - Next Generation 
Leadership: D Bohm 

£42.00 

 603 08/07/26 Diane Bohm Emergency heat supplies for residents 
(Amazon) 

£142.40 

 604 06/07/26 Oxford Edens Grass cutting 29/06/26 (playground, 
stocks/Ben Jonson/Church Close corner, 
playing field) 

£765.57 

 607 16/07/26 Oxford Edens Grass cutting 06/07/26 (gate strimming, 
Bletch Rd bollards) 

£387.41 

 594 10/06/26 Cherwell District Council Uncontested May 2026 Election fee £200.00 
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 595 10/06/26 WotG Memorial Village Hall Village Hall hire for Extraordinary PC 
Meeting & Training (26 May 26) 

£15.00 

     DD – Direct Debit, SO – Standing Order 

 
Resolution: To Approve the following invoices for payment (TR)  

TR requested approval of the invoices detailed in the table below. 

PC 

Ref 

Payee Purpose Total 
(incl 
VAT) 

Budget Line Amount 
Remaining 
in 2026-27 

Budget Line 
604* Oxford Edens Grass cutting 29/06/26 

(playground, stocks/Ben 
Jonson/Church Close corner, 
playing field) 

£765.57 Works/Grass Cutting   £2,500.93 

605 Clerk (J Mullane) Printer ink (Amazon) £29.29 Sundries/Administration   £200.70 

606 CPRE - Campaign to 
Protect Rural 
England 

Annual membership renewal 
2026-27 

£36.00 Subscriptions/CPRE £36.00 

607* Oxford Edens Grass cutting 06/07/26 (gate 
strimming, Bletch Rd bollards) 

£387.41 Works/Grass Cutting £1,735.36 

608 Graham Barnett Community bus tyres x2 
(Bicester Tyres & Exhaust) 

£112.80 Works/Community Bus £321.84 

609 Graham Barnett Fuel for community van 
(Tesco) 

£48.57 Works/Community Bus £209.04 

610 WotG Memorial 
Village Hall 

Village Hall hire for PC 
meetings (July-Sept 26) 

£45.00 Meeting Costs £270.00 

611 Clerk (J Mullane) Soil for playground edging 
6x50l (Wickes) 

£30.00 Works/Playground 

Maintenance 

£742.06 

612 RoSPA Play Safety  Annual inspection of 
playground - July 2026 

£114.00 Works/Playground Annual 

RoSPA Inspection 

£120.00 

613* Oxford Edens Grass cutting 27/07/26 
(playground, stocks/Ben 
Jonson/Church Close corner) 

£375.57 Works/Grass Cutting £1,347.95 

   * already paid invoice to avoid late payment fee 

TR noted that invoice references 604, 607 and 613 had already been paid to avoid late payments fees. 

The resolution to approve the invoices detailed in the tables was proposed by TR and seconded by DW. The 
motion was supported unanimously by the Council. 

Action: Clerk to update invoice log with approvals. 
  
Action: Clerk to initiative request for payments from Councillors and ensure payments authorised. 

 

26.439.15 For Information: Oxfordshire County & Cherwell District Councillors updates (OCC & CDC 
Councillors) 

Councillor Faltermeyer (CDC) highlighted the consultation on Movement and Place for Kidlington and surrounding 
villages which closes on 14th September 2026. 

He also noted an unusual response from OCC Highways regarding a planning application to re-open the Blacks 
Head Inn in Bletchingdon. OCC had requested a parking management plan and trip generation information.  

There was no report from Councillor Gordon this month. 
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26.439.16 Resolution: To Approve the appointment of an independent reviewer of Parish Council 
accounts for FY 2026-2027 (TR/DB)   

Councillor Sinha agreed to be appointed the independent reviewer of the Parish Council accounts for FY 2026/27. 

The resolution to approve the appointment of the independent reviewer for the Parish Council accounts for FY 
2026-2027 as Councillor Sinha, was proposed by TR and seconded by MJ. The motion was supported 
unanimously by the Council. 

TR to provide an overview of the Parish Council accounting system to AS. The Council thanked AS for 
undertaking this role. 

Action: Clerk/TR to present the financial accounts during FY 2026/27 to Councillor Sinha for review. 

The chair requested an extension of time to the meeting, this was approved by all Councillors.  

26.439.17 Resolution: To Approve: Grievance policy (DB) 

This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

Action: Clerk to add the Grievance policy to a future Parish Council meeting agenda. 

26.439.18 Resolution: To Approve: Disciplinary policy (DB) 

This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

Action: Clerk to add the Disciplinary policy to a future Parish Council meeting agenda. 

 

26.439.19 For Discussion: Local Government reorganisation response (DB) 

The Council discussed the Government’s decision on the proposed unitary authority arrangements, which would 
place Weston on the Green within the Oxford City area. Concerns were raised regarding the potential implications 
for housing, green belt/grey belt land, infrastructure, water availability, energy demand and the capacity to fund 
the services required. 

It is clear from the Oxfordshire Growth Commission’s plan that most of this need will be created through an increase 
in commercial development – they have an aim to be a world class area in scientific development, data 
management (data centres) with connectivity through the old Oxford Cambridge arc.  

DB attended a briefing from the Chair of the Growth Commission to the Oxfordshire Neighbourhood Plans Alliance 
Executive. The discussion was positive about rural areas having distinct needs and character, that Neighbourhood 
Plans are essential to future planning and negotiation over land use. The chair listened to our concerns about a 
takeover rather than cooperation and respect and said he would take these concerns to those who needed to hear 
them – central government specifically.  

DB highlighted that we do need to find a way forward. We are in an environment of protest at the decision and this 
is represented by our MP, Callum Miller and Tim Bearder of OCC. The Council noted that concerns regarding the 
proposed arrangements are also being raised by local representatives. The Chair of Beckley and Stowood Parish 
Council has circulated a document which a number of Parish Council’s are refining to be clear about costs that we 
will not take on unless thorough consultation occurs i.e. Judicial Review. The Council agreed that DB can draft a 
letter that reflects our Council’s view and share with Councillors for agreement. 

Action: DB to draft a response to Chair of Beckley and Stowood PC on Local Government reorganisation. 

 

26.439.20 Next Parish Council Meeting Date: Wednesday 2nd September 2026, 7.30pm (DB) 

Meeting closed: 21.45 


